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' HDU�) ULHQGV�RI�RXU�. HKLOD��

,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�ZKLOH�VLQFH�ZH�ODVW�VHQW�RXW�D�OHWWHU�ZLWK�VRPH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�RXU�OLIH�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV�
KHUH�LQ�. LU\ DW�%LDOLN��

: LWK�3HVVDFK�DW�WKH�GRRUVWHS��LW�VHHPV�WR�EH�DQ�DXVSLFLRXV�WLPH�WR�UHFWLI\ �RXU�WDUGLQHVV�DQG�VR�ZH�DUH�
SXWWLQJ�VRPH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQWR�WKLV�PDJD]LQH�RI�RXUV�IRU�\ RXU�SHUXVDO�� : H�VLQFHUHO\ �KRSH�WKDW�\ RX�
ZLOO�ILQG�LW�WR�EH�RI�LQWHUHVW��DQG�IRU�WKRVH�RI�RXU�UHDGHUV�ZKR�KDYH�KRQRUHG�XV�ZLWK�\ RXU�YLVLW�LQ�WKH�
SDVW�² �D�UHPLQGHU�RI�\ RXU�YLVLW�WR�,VUDHO�DQG�. LU\ DW�%LDOLN��

: H� VKDOO� EH� RQO\ � WRR� SOHDVHG� WR� UHFHLYH� DQ\ � FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� ZKLFK� \ RX� FKRRVH� WR� VHQG� XV�� DQG�
QDWXUDOO\ �ZH�DSSUHFLDWH�DQ\ �IRUP�RI�DVVLVWDQFH�WKDW�\ RX�PD\ �FDUH�WR�DIIRUG�RXU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��

3HVVDFK�LV�D�WLPH�WR�UHFDOO�WKH�ZDQGHULQJV�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW��FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�
DUULYDO�LQ�WKH�3URPLVHG�/ DQG�� �2XU�RZQ�HIIRUWV�WR�DVVLVW�QHZ�2OLP�DUULYLQJ�LQ� ,VUDHO�PDLQO\ � IURP�
$UJHQWLQD�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�RXU�DFWLYLWLHV�IRU�TXLWH�D�ZKLOH���1 RZ�WKDW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�2OLP�LV�
GRZQ�WR�D�WULFNOH��ZH�DUH�FRQFHQWUDWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP�. OLWD�² �DEVRUSWLRQ�² �RI�WKRVH�2OLP�ZKR�
KDYH� PDGH� RXU� KRPH� WKHLU� KRPH�� � 7KLV� LV� QRW� D� VLPSOH� WDVN�� EXW� RQH� WKDW� LV� GRQH� ZLWK� ORYH��
SHUVLVWHQFH�DQG�GLOLJHQFH�² �DQG�WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�VDWLVI\ LQJ�ZKHQ�RQH�FDQ�VXGGHQO\ �FRQYHUVH�LQ�+ HEUHZ�
ZLWK�D�IDPLO\ �ZKR�RQO\ �D�VKRUW�ZKLOH�DJR�FRXOG�QRW�JHW�WKHLU�WRQJXH�DURXQG�VXFK�ZRUGV�DV��%RNHU�
7RY��0 D�VKORPFKD"��

: H�FRQWLQXH�RXU�ZRUN�LQ�PDQ\ �RWKHU�ILHOGV��D�VKRUW�OLVW�RI�ZKLFK�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKLV�HGLWLRQ��� : H�DOVR�
ILQG� WKDW� DFFHSWDQFH� FRPHV� LQ� PDQ\ � IRUPV� ² � VHH� WKH� H[FHUSW� IURP� WKH� ORFDO� ZHHNO\ � SUHVV� LQ� WKLV�
HGLWLRQ��

: H�DUH�HVSHFLDOO\ �JUDWHIXO�DQG�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKH�ERQGV�WKDW�DUH�EHLQJ�FUHDWHG�ZLWK�7HPSOH�$OL\ DK�RI�
1 HHGKDP� 0 $�� DQG� RWKHU� VLVWHU� FRQJUHJDWLRQV�� 7KH� 6ROGLHUV� : HOIDUH� IXQG� LV� JUDWHIXO� IRU� WKH� 7�$�
ILQDQFLDO� DVVLVWDQFH�� DQG� WKH� 6HGHU� 1 LJKW� IRRG� YRXFKHUV� VSRQVRUHG� E\ � 7HPSOH� $OL\ DK� DUH� DQ�
H[WUHPHO\ �ZHOFRPH�ERRVW�WR�RXU�HIIRUWV���&RPXQLGDG�%HW�( O�RI�0 H[LFR�FRQWULEXWHG�+ DJJDGDKV�IRU�VDOH�
DQG� IXQGV� IRU�WKH�VROGLHUV�SURMHFW��&RPXQLGDG�+ HEUHD� ' H� * XDGDODMDUD�FRQWULEXWHG�6KDEEDW� IXQGV�
IRU�5DEEL�%DOWHU�RIILFLDWLQJ�WKHUH��DQG�WKH�) LUVW�+ HEUHZ�&RQJUHJDWLRQ�1 <�FRQWULEXWHG�6KDEEDW�IXQGV�
LQ�KRQRU�RI�5DEL�%DOWHU�GHOLYHULQJ�VHUPRQV�WKHUH��

: H�WDNH�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\ �WR�VHQG�DOO�RXU�IULHQGV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�D�KHDUW\ �EOHVVLQJ�DQG�ZLVKHV�IRU�D�
+ DSS\ �DQG�. RVKHU�3HVVDFK��
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he message of the Haggadah addresses the free person, with an aim to 
helping us understand that we must take responsibility for the freedom 
we have been granted. 

Freedom is a condition, and we must fill it with meaningful content. 

When we study the scriptures, we can ascertain that from the moment the 
nation received its freedom, it started upon a path of errors, negative responses and actions (the 
golden calf, non-stop complaints and supplications to return to Egypt), all of this in order to 
escape the responsibility of assuming a new Jewish identity in place of that which others 
(Pharaoh) had given them.  Now they found that they must decide upon their own identity.  

I propose to you to use the Pessach Seder and the Haggadah as a map, to assist us in examining 
our own identity today.  Following are some way-stations that will illustrate the exercise. 

Station #1-The Search for Leaven (Chametz):  We must examine everything that ferments and 
causes rot of the raw material. 

We must check which items in our Jewish identity came from non-Jewish sources, and especially 
we must check those which may "rot" in the raw material; - the Jewish tradition, Masoret 
Yisrael. 

Station #2-Nullification of the Chametz:  We  must nullify any remnant of chametz that may 
have remained after the Passover cleaning. 

We must once again examine our identity.  After having understood that it is impossible not to be 
influenced by external factors, we must try to nullify or minimize them. 

Station #3-The Seder Signs or the Arrangement of the Seder:  A way to remember the correct 
order of the Seder night. 

To enable us to have a clear identity, we must create an order in our thoughts, we must arrange 
them in a row so that we can know what is the path that we must follow in our search/trek that 
we initiated today. 

Station #4-Ha Lachma Ania – the Bread of Affliction: In the Haggadah the text appears in its 
original language, Aramaic – a foreign tongue.  In our journey this tongue will help us to never 
forget the feeling of being foreign, to never forget the consistent exile of our people.  Add to that 
the hope, the yearning for the normalization of our people in a place where we are committed to 
building our identity, without excuses, as there are no more Pharaohs.  Here there is 
responsibility, so therefore – "The next year in Jerusalem" 

Station #5-Ma Nishtana – Wherefore is this night different from all other nights? 

On Seder night, we must ask ourselves not only how is this night different from all other nights, 
but in what are we different from ourselves ± how did we change from the previous Seder night; 
how did we fortify our Jewish identity, how did we expand our knowledge of the history and 
tradition of our people? 

Pessach reminds us of the exodus from bondage to freedom, it reminds us of the heavy hand of 
the tyrant who made our choices for us, and it reminds us that we must accept responsibility for 
our future/identity, which is in our own hands. 

Let us star t today.  We should remember  that there is no harsher  slavery than the 
bondage of ignorance.  Let us assume responsibility and strengthen our identity. 
I f not now, when? 
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As Pessach draws nearer and everyone begins the mad rush to clean, shop, buy 
clothes, cook and try to remember  what we have forgotten at the last minute, we do 

actually finally sit down together round that traditional table. 
Once again the older generation repeats to the younger one the 
miraculous story of the exodus from Egypt and all the miracles 
that accompanied it. No matter which in stream of religion we 
find ourselves, the 4 questions are asked, the "afikoman" is 
broken and hidden and the well known songs of Pessach are 
sung in harmony. 
We recall the story of our hardship in Egypt and the exodus to 
freedom. This did not happen overnight but took 40 years for 
one generation to hand over the leadership to another as we 
entered the promised land. 

From the very beginning of our lives here in the Holy Land, the Jews have fought for 
freedom and the right to exist. This continues even today and Pessach is a time to sit 
and recall why we are in the Land of Israel and to question which values we are taking 
into the future. The traditions and love of our country must be handed over to the new 
generation today in the same way that our ancestors handed it to their own young - 
years of repetition and teaching. 
Pessach is definitely a time for family and friends to be together; it is 
a time to re-instill the values of "jewishkeit" and to remember our 
origins. If we know from whence we have come - we then know 
where we are going. It is our - the parents - duty to pass on the 
traditions to our children. 
Thus to all our friends abroad, we hope you will continue to teach the 
love of Israel to your children, so that on both sides of the ocean, 
we  the Jewish people, can sit down and share a common interest - 
the survival and growth of the Holy Land. 
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 Chair persons:  Moishe Kumove and Hilary Levy. 

 

A personal note from the editor  on handed-down 
tradition  
As this is the time of the year that tradition comes to mind 
most often, I have taken the liberty throughout this edition 
to use some illustrations from the Vienna Haggadah which 
was printed in 1928 and was presented to my late parents 
upon their engagement in Liverpool, England in 1933. 
From that time on this Haggadah has been in use every 
Seder night, and is now being read by the third generation, 
here in Israel. 
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By Abraham Hasson, Head of Prayers Committee 

XU� FRQJUHJDWLRQ� KROGV� VHUYLFHV� XVLQJ� WKH� �9 $ 
$ 1 ,�
7 ( ) ,/ / $ 7 ,� �VLGGXU��Z KLFK�LV�WKH�RQO\ �FRQVHUYDWLYH�VLGGXU�
LQ� WKH� Z RUOG� LQ� Z KLFK� WKHUH� GRHV� QRW� DSSHDU� RQH� VLQJOH�

Z RUG�LQ�( QJOLVK���,WV�VW\ OH��QXVVDFK��LV�YHU\ �FORVH�WR�WKDW�Z KLFK�RXU�
SDUHQWV�XVHG��EXW�WKH�VHUYLFH�LWVHOI�LV�QRW�DW�DOO�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�Z KLFK�
RXU�SDUHQWV�Z RXOG�UHFRJQL] H��

) LUVW� RI� DOO�� WKH� HQWLUH� IDPLO\ � LV� VHDWHG� WRJHWKHU�� H[ SHULHQFLQJ� WKH�
VDPH�H[ SHULHQFHV�� �6RPHWLPHV�Z H�KHDU�D�Z RPDQ�SUD\ HU�OHDGHU�DQG�
DW� WLPHV� Z H� PD\ � KDYH� D� ODG\ � UHDGLQJ� IURP� WKH� � 7 RUDK�� � ,Q� RWKHU�
Z RUGV��RXU�VHUYLFHV�DUH�HQWLUHO\ �HJDOLWDULDQ��

6HFRQGO\ ��MXVW�EHIRUH�UHDGLQJ�WKH�7 RUDK�RQ�6KDEEDW�PRUQLQJ��RXU�5 DEEL�GHOLYHUV�D�VKLXU��D�
OHVVRQ�DERXW�WKH�Z HHNV�3DUVKD�LQ�Z KLFK�WKH�FRQJUHJDQWV�DFWLYHO\ �SDUWLFLSDWH���7 KLV�OHVVRQ�
VHUYHV� DOVR� DV� D� EUHDN� LQ� WKH� URXWLQH� RI� WKH� 6KDEEDW� SUD\ HU� VHUYLFHV� DQG� Z H� DOO� OHDUQ�
VRPHWKLQJ�QHZ ��VRPHWKLQJ�Z KLFK�LV�XQLTXH�WR�WKDW�VSHFLILF�6KDEEDW�DQG�WKDW�SUD\ HU��

7 KLUGO\ ��Z H�UHJDUG�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\ �LQGLYLGXDO�DV�D�SHUVRQ��ERUQ�LQ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�* RG��DQG�
HDFK�LV�JUDQWHG�WKH�KRQRU�WKH\ �GHVHUYH��9 HU\ �RIWHQ�Z H�DUH�KRVWV�WR�YLVLWRUV�Z KR�DUH�QRW�
XVHG�WR�EHLQJ�LQ�D�V\ QDJRJXH���$ W�RXU�FRQJUHJDWLRQ��WKH\ �DUH�JXLGHG�DORQJ�WKH�VHUYLFH�VR�
WKDW�WKH\ �DUH�DEOH�WR�ILW�LQ�GXULQJ�WKH�VHUYLFH��,Q�WKLV�PDQQHU��E\ �WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VHUYLFH�Z H�
DOPRVW�DOZ D\ V�KHDU�WKH�Z RUGV��: H�UHDOO\ �HQMR\ HG�EHLQJ�Z LWK�\ RX« KRZ �QLFH�LW�LV�KHUH« �

) RXUWK��IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�Z H�KDYH�YHU\ �VSHFLDO�6KDEEDW�VHUYLFHV��DW�Z KLFK�Z H�FHOHEUDWH�D�
%DU�0 LW] YDK�RI�D�FKLOG�Z LWK�VSHFLDO�QHHGV���7 KH�HQWLUH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�LV�LQYDULDEO\ �PRYHG�
DW�WKH�YLVLRQ�RI�D�FKLOG�Z KR�KDV�JRQH�WR�H[ WUHPH�HIIRUWV�WR�OHDUQ�MXVW�WZ R�SUD\ HUV��DQG�WR�
VHH�KRZ �KDSS\ �KH�LV�WKDW�KH�KDV�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\ �WR�EH�OLNH�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�NLGV���
' XULQJ�VXFK�D�VHUYLFH��Z KHQ�JODQFLQJ�DURXQG�DW�WKH�IDFHV�RI�WKH�RWKHU�FRQJUHJDQWV�RQH�
FDQ�VHH�PDQ\ �D�WHDU�UROOLQJ�GRZ Q�D�IOXVKHG�FKHHN���7 KHUH�LV�VLPSO\ �QR�Z D\ �WR�P HDVXUH�WKH�
KDSSLQHVV�RI�WKH�SDUHQWV�Z KHQ�WKH\ �VHH�KRZ �WKHLU�FKLOG�KDV�RYHUFRPH�VXFK�DQ�LPPHQVH�
REVWDFOH��DQG�KDV�VXFFHHGHG��

2 Q�) ULGD\ �HYHQLQJV��( UHY�6KDEEDW��Z H�KDYH�DQ�2 QHJ�6KDEEDW�Z KLFK�LQFOXGHV�. LGGXVK�
DQG� OLJKW� UHIUHVKPHQWV�� DQG� QR� OHVV� LPSRUWDQWO\ � ² � WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\ � IRU� IULHQGV� WR� JHW�
WRJHWKHU�RQFH�D�Z HHN��

: H�DUH�SURXG�RI�Z KDW�Z H�KDYH�LQ�WKH�Z D\ �RI�WKH�Z RQGHUIXO�VHUYLFHV�WKDW�Z H�KROG�DW�RXU�
FRQJUHJDWLRQ��Z KLFK�SURYLGH�UHDO�VSLULWXDO�IRRG�DQG�Z KLFK�VHUYH�WR�FKDUJH�RXU�EDWWHULHV�IRU�
WKH�HQWLUH�Z HHN�WR�FRPH��HDFK�Z HHN�RI�WKH�\ HDU��

�

2 �
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,�ZDV�DVNHG�D�ZKLOH�DJR��E\ �P\ �IRXUWK�JUDGHU�
JUDQGGDXJKWHU� LQ� / �$��� WR� FRPH� XS� ZLWK� D�
FRXSOH�RI�SRHPV�DERXW�WZR�RI�WKH�WHQ�SODJXHV��
)ROORZLQJ�DUH�WKH�UHVXOWV��VXFK�DV�WKH\ �DUH��\ �
IRU�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�DQ\ �IRXUWK�JUDGHUV�DPRQJ�
RXU�UHDGHUV�DQG�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV« ��
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The swamp is the natural place of the frog 
Just like a kennel is home to a dog. 
Frogs like to croak in the cold, in the fog 
(but they don’ t really like the Los Angeles smog). 
 
When Moses was sent to Pharaoh by Hashem 
He went with his brother Aharon Hacohen 
Who lifted his hand with his staff up above 
And it wasn’ t a gesture of brotherly love. 
 
He stretched out his hand right over the Nile 
And what then jumped out was truly quite vile.   
The frogs were all green, and covered with slime 
The image they made was far from sublime. 
 
The magicians of Egypt then became jealous 
They did their stuff and were overly zealous. 
The frogs did not wait, they came in their droves 
(the French would have loved to put them in stoves..) 
 
But when Pharaoh saw it was really quite gross 
Moses only became more morose. 
Pharaoh asked Moshe to talk to Hashem 
And get Him to help, and not to condemn. 
 
Moshe said to the king-man: "I can©t do it today -  
How about later?", and Pharaoh said :"No way!" 
"OK, tomorrow" they agreed and shook hands 
But each remained with their respective demands. 
 

Pharaoh still wanted the Jews for his slaves 
And Moses resented his treacherous ways. 
The Children of Israel should go and be free, 
But Pharaoh said: "They should stay and serve me!" 
 
Moses cried out to the Lord concerning the frogs 
And Hashem did concede to send them back to the bogs. 
However they perished in numbers quite large 
Heap upon heap of the green slimy discharge. 
 
They stank and they smelled in the courts and the fields 
The Egyptians had covered their noses with shields. 
But when Pharaoh saw that this plague now was ended 
He said to himself :"That really is splendid". 
 
He decided to go back on his promise to G-d 
But forgot to consider Aharon©s rod. 
He refused to let the Jews to go free 
And for that he was subject to another decree. 
 
The plague of frogs was a foretaste quite smelly 
Designed to create a pain in the belly. 
When Pharaoh behaved in a way that©s not nice 
He was destined to be covered all over with lice. 
 
The Torah tells us clearly all about this 
In a way that©s eternal and never remiss. 
Fifteen psukim of magic and gore 
Miracles and Moses- and frogs galore! 

 
' ( 16( �' $5. 1( 66�� �7+( �1,17+�3/ $* 8( �

Darkness is black, scary and cold 
So Moses told Israel "stay home and be bold !". 
He spoke very softly, in fact he was vague -  
"Only Egyptians will suffer G-d©s plague". 
 

He did©nt say what he had next in store 
He only went straight to the boss-man once more. 
But Pharaoh©s heart was as hard as before 
So Moshe raised his hand to the heavens and swore - 
 

"Since Locusts and Lice don©t convince you at all 
our G-d will repay you your cruelty and gall". 
He stretched out his hand toward the high heaven 
And down came the darkness, thicker than leaven. 
 

Three psukim describe those three days 
Better than in various other ways. 
The Egyptians sat in the dark, shivering and wailing  
While the children of Israel had light in their dwellings. 
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h  $OL\ DK�DEVRUSWLRQ�² �QHZ�2OLP�DUH�VWLOO�DUULYLQJ�² �LQ�$SULO�ZH�UHFHLYHG�� �IDPLOLHV�PDNLQJ�D�WRWDO�RI�� � � �
IDPLOLHV��

h  3UD\ HUV�FRPPLWWHH�² �6HH�DUWLFOH�E\ �' U��$EUDKDP�+ DVVRQ�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH��
h  &KLOGUHQ
V�VHUYLFHV�² �( YHU\ �. DEEDODW�6KDEEDW��
h  %DU�%DW�0 LW]YDK�² �DERXW�� � �FKLOGUHQ�HDFK�\ HDU��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VSHFLDO�%DW�0 LW]YDK�VHUYLFHV�IRU�DGXOW�ZRPHQ��
h  6KDEEDW�&KDWDQ�. DODK�
h  6KDEEDW�PHDOV�² �RQFH�D�PRQWK�IRU�QHZ�2OLP�
h  7KH��6KDEEDW�6KDORP��SURMHFW�ZLWK�' DQQ\ �DQG�6KLUO\ �² �GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�IRRG�IRU�6KDEEDW�DQG�WKH�&KDJLP�WR�

PRUH�WKDQ�� � � �IDPLOLHV��
h  ) DPLO\ �HGXFDWLRQ�² �ZH�KDYH�MXVW�VXFFHVVIXOO\ �FRPSOHWHG�WKH�VHFRQG�FODVV��
h  6ROGLHUV�RI�WKH�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�² �2Q�0 D\ �� �

� �

�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�,' ) �DQRWKHU�JURXS�RI�RXU�\ RXQJVWHUV��$W�
WKLV�WLPH�ZH�KDYH�D�OLVW�RI�� � �QHZ�VROGLHUV��EULQJLQJ�WKLV�\ HDU
V�OLVW�WR�� � �VROGLHUV��

h  6RFLDO�DFWLYLWLHV�FRPPLWWHH�² �2Q�&KDQQXNDK�� � � �SHRSOH�JRW�WRJHWKHU�IRU�D�VLQJDORQJ�DQG�RQ�3XULP�� � � �
FRQJUHJDQWV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�,VUDHOL�IRONGDQFLQJ��

h  6WXG\ �JURXSV�LQ�+ HEUHZ�DQG�6SDQLVK�OHG�E\ �5DEEL�%DOWHU�DQG�%LOKD�%DOWHU�UHVSHFWLYHO\ ��IRU�DGYDQFHG�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�EHJLQQHUV��

x -HZLVK�WKRXJKW�DQG�SKLORVRSK\ �
x -HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�SUD\ HU�

h  %ORRG�DQG�RUJDQV�GRQDWLRQV�
h  7KH�6SDQLVK�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�. LU\ DW�%LDOLN�SXEOLF�OLEUDU\ ���
h  : HE�VLWH�LQ�� �ODQJXDJHV��+ HEUHZ��( QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK���$OVR��D�VSHFLDO�6SDQLVK�ZHEVLWH�IRU�2OLP��
h  �+ DQG�WR�+ DQG��VHFRQG�KDQG�IUHH�VWRUH��IRU�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�QHZ�2OLP�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF�
h  7KH��. LU\ DWRQ��PDJD]LQH��ZKLFK�DSSHDUV�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�IHVWLYDOV��
h  5RVK�&KRGHVK�VHVVLRQV�IRU�ZRPHQ��
h  * URXSV�DQG�YLVLWRUV�IURP�DEURDG��
h  7ZLQ�FRQJUHJDWLRQV��7HPSOH�$OL\ DK�RI�1HHGKDP��1HU�7DPLG�RI�6DQ�' LHJR��%QDL�7RUDK�RI�%RFD�5DWRQ��

&RPXQLGDG�+ HEUHD�GH�* XDGDODMDUD��&RPXQLGDG�%HW�( O�' H�0 H[LFR��1 &,�' H�0 RQWHYLGHR�8UXJXD\ ��
h  3HUVRQDO�FRQVXOWDWLRQV�E\ �5DEEL�%DOWHU��
h  ,QWHUIDLWK�PHHWLQJV��-HZLVK�0 XVOHP�&KULVWLDQ��KHOG�LQ�$NNR�² �D�QHZ�DFWLYLW\ �IRU�ZRPHQ���1H[W�PHHWLQJ�RQ�

0 D\ ��
���

��DW�� �� � �S�P��
h  2XU�RZQ�5DEEL�0 DXULFLR�%DOWHU�KDV�EHHQ�LQYLWHG�WR�DWWHQG�WKH�FRQVHFUDWLRQ�FHUHPRQ\ �RI�WKH�9DWLFDQ�( PEDVV\ �

EXLOGLQJ�LQ�,VUDHO����
h  2WKHU�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�5DEEL�%DOWHU�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�� �PRQWKV�LQFOXGH�YLVLWV�WR�WKH�IROORZLQJ�FRQJUHJDWLRQV�² �%HLW�

7RUDK��9HQWXUD��) LUVW�+ HEUHZ�&RQJUHJDWLRQ��1 <��%QDL�7RUDK��%RFD�5DWRQ��&RPXQLGDG�+ HEUHD�GH�
* XDGDODMDUD��0 H[LFR��&RPXQLGDG�%HW�( O��&RPXQLGDG�$PLMDL��&RPXQLGDG�' RU�-DGDVK��&RPXQLGDG�2U�-DGDVK�
² �%XHQRV�$LUHV��$UJHQWLQD���$GGLWLRQDOO\ ��KH�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�RIILFLDO�JXHVW�RI�WKH�6RXWK�3DOP�%HDFK�) HGHUDWLRQ�
DQG�KDV�KHOG�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�WKH�WRZQ�RI�=DSRSDQ��0 H[LFR�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�. LU\ DW�%LDOLN�PXQLFLSDO�
GHOHJDWLRQ��KH�KDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKH�-HZLVK�$JHQF\ �RQ�D�WULS�WR�/ DWLQ�$PHULFD��DQG�KDV�UHSUHVHQWHG�: RUOG�
0 DVRUWL�RQ�D�VKRUW�GHOHJDWLRQ��WR�/ DWLQ�$PHULFD���5DEEL�%DOWHU�KDV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�6RXWK�$PHULFD�
5DEELQLFDO�$VVHPEO\ �VHVVLRQ�LQ�$UJHQWLQD��DQG�LQ�D�5DEELQLFDO�$VVHPEO\ �VHVVLRQ�LQ�+ RXVWRQ��7H[DV���+ H�KDV�
UHFHQWO\ �EHHQ�HOHFWHG�DV�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�( [HFXWLYH�&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�5DEELQLFDO�$VVHPEO\ ���
�



The Lord does indeed m ove in m ysterious ways.  I t  took the rant ing and raving of 
the Sh as (Sectorial Ult ra-Orthodox polit ical party)  councilm an in Kiryat  Bialik t o elicit  
the outspoken support  of t he leaders of t he Kiryat  Bialik Municipalit y in favour of our 
Rab b i  Bal t er  and the ent ire " Hak r ay o t "  Maso r t i  Con g r eg at i on . 
Following is an art icle t hat  appeared recent ly in the local press. 

 

Excerpt from the weekly "HED HAKRAYOT" (The Krayot Echo) published on April 4, 2005. 
 

BITON OF SHAS TO RABBI BALTER: "YOU ARE A GOY" 
An argument about a tr ip to Mexico aroused the Council Member 's ire.   

Rabbi Balter : “ All who invalidate, invalidate with their  own defect.”  
By Moran Girshberg 
"This cult of the reform and conservative 
people does not behave according to the 
Jewish Halachah, and among them there are 
half-Jews" ± these "pearls" are the utterances 
of the Kiryat Bialik Councilman for the Shas 
faction Avi Biton, who earlier this week 
attacked Rabbi Mauricio Balter, Rabbi of 
the Conservative Congregation of this town, 
during a meeting of the municipal coalition.  
Balter claimed that Biton had said to him: 
"You are a gentile through whom Kiryat 
Bialik is bringing Goyim on Aliyah to 
Israel".  According to sources within the 
coalition, Biton is furious at the decision not 
to include him in the delegation which will 
be going in a month©s time to Mexico to sign 
a twin-city pact with the city of Zapopan, a 
trip which according to Biton was promised 
to him by Mayor Dr. Rafi Wertheim. 
During the session Councilwoman Anat Ziv 
responded to Biton©s attack and told him: 
"Shame on you, Biton, he is a Jew just like 
you. He is the leader of a community, and 
we should embrace people like him, not 
attack them".  Biton was not convinced and 
continued his harangue: ""I do not call him 
Rabbi; in my eyes he is not a rabbi, and he 
brings gentiles on Aliyah to Israel".  At this 
point both [former Mayor] Danny Zak and 
Deputy Mayor Yossi Duek shouted at Biton 
that the members of the Conservative 
community serve in the military, pay taxes 
and are not parasites like many of the 
members of the Shas faction.   Duek went on 
to demand of Mayor Wertheim that he call 
in the police, as this is a case of anti-Semitic 
incitement against a person of religion and a 
public figure. 
At some point Wertheim managed to restore 
calm to the proceedings when he announced 
that there may be a vacancy in the 
delegation to Mexico, whereat Biton 
immediately jumped up and claimed: That 
ticket is mine". 

"I did not say that Balter is not a Jew" said 
Biton this week to our correspondent, "I 
think that he is not acting according to the 
Halachah which was handed down and the 
Torah which was given at Sinai.  It is 
inconceivable that we should depart from 
these as Jews.  It is not possible that there 
should appear a cult and decide how to 
behave.  There is one Torah.  I have nothing 
against the Rabbi personally, I have issue 
with the way he brings Olim to Israel.  Not 
all the Olim who arrive here are Jewish.  
You would not want your son or grandchild 
to marry an offspring of a non-Jew or a half-
Jew.  There will be assimilation, and 
Judaism may be harmed.  In my eyes Balter 
is not a rabbi except if he were to undergo 
the required examinations. If he will pass 
them, then by all means I will call him 
Honorable Rabbi". 
Biton added that he did not go on the 
previous delegation to Russia and he was 
promised that he will go on the next trip, 
therefore he claimed at the council meeting 
that the ticket was his. "The trip holds no 
interest for me, I am interested in its 
objective" 
Rabbi Balter: "Kol Haposel be©Mumo Posel" 
- “All who invalidate, invalidate with their 
own defect”.  Anyone who knows me and 
our Kehila knows exactly who we are. I 
invite anybody who has doubts to come and 
see for themselves.  Biton provokes 
curiosity in people to come and seek the 
truth. I invite the public to join our 
congregation and our prayers.  People are 
intelligent enough to understand just who is 
acting for unity and who contributes to 
unnecessary hatred and is creating a tear in 
the fabric of Am Yisrael.  It is the State of 
Israel that decides who will make Aliyah to 
Israel in accordance with the Law of Return 
and upon the examination of documents 
which is performed by the Jewish Agency". 

 



 
 

 

 

 

7JG�0CUQTVK�&QPITGICVKQP�g+$. 5$<27h�–�,65$(/�
Rabbi Mauricio Balter, Rabbi of the Congregation 

Moishe Kumove – Hilary F. Levy, Joint  Chairpersons 
Raanan R. Gal, External Relations 

 

P.O.Box 5808, Kiryat Bialik 27157, Israel.    E-mail: kehila5@bezeqint.net 
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Contr ibutions to our Congregation are very welcome: 

Directly ± Mail to P.O.Box 5808, Kiryat Bialik 27157, Israel 

Or  (for IRS deductibility) through: 

The Masor ti Foundation for  Conservative Judaism in Israel 

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 832, NY, NY 10115-0112 

or in Canada through: 

The Canadian Foundation for  Masor ti Judaism 

1520 Steeles Ave. W. Suite 112 

Concord, Ontario, L4K 3B9, Canada 

  

Please state that the contr ibution is for  Kehilat Hakrayot, K iryat Bialik 

 

OUR VISION: 
�

 TO BE A WARM AND OPEN HOME IN ISRAEL FOR ALL JEWS WISHING TO CELEBRATE OUR 
FAITH IN A MASORTI  AND EGALITARIAN FASHION, ACCORDING TO TRADITION AND THE 
HALACHA. 

�

 TO BE A FOCAL POINT FOR THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND TO FOSTER A TRUE BOND 
BETWEEN NEW OLIM AND ESTABLISHED RESIDENTS. 

�

 TO ACTIVELY PROMOTE ALIYAH BY PROVIDING A SUPPORTIVE AND WELCOMING 
COMMUNITY. 

 Affiliated with The Masorti (Conservative) Movement in Israel 

 


