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Editor : 
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We have departed from our usual custom of issuing an edition of the KIRYATON 
only on Chagim – festivals – and we have decided that recent developments warrant a 
special edition.  We are looking at a time of new things in many ways. Shavuot is 
always a good time for special observation.  The Torah which was given on Mount 
Sinai at this time of the year is a constant sign of renewal and calls for ongoing 
contemplation and study. 

h  We have held the annual elections for our Management Committee, and the new 
Committee has started their term.  We wish them success, and thank those former 
members who have requested to take time off. 

h  We have had a special service as a sendoff for a batch of our young boys and 
girls who are about to embark upon a new stage in their lives – and indeed the lives 
of their families.  They are about to be called up into the IDF, and there they will 
serve their country for the next few years. 

h  " Sarah's Free Shop"  which started out as a modest clearing house for 
household and personal items contributed by individuals for new Olim, has now 
grown up and has evolved into a thriving thrift shop, which caters to the general 
public.  All the proceeds are earmarked for Tzadakah, designated to help the needy 
and unfortunate. 

h  The ties between our congregation and Temple Aliyah are growing stronger all 
the time. Read about the latest initiatives. 

h  A new Spanish Section of the local Municipal Library was inaugurated, thanks 
to generous donations from our friends at home and abroad, and is being run by a 
group of volunteers led by our Rachel Cohen.   

h  LL aasstt   bbuutt   ddeeff iinnii tteellyy  nnoott   lleeaasstt ––  OOUURR  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  AANNDD  CCOOMM MM UUNNII TTYY  
CCEENNTTEERR..  With the intercession of our friends at home and abroad there is 
now a positive development in the steps toward realizing our dream of 
having our own home – a Synagogue and sanctuary to call our own!  

22AA==@@��==HHHH��==>>KKQQPP��PPDDAAOOAA��EEPPAAII OO��==JJ@@��II KKNNAA��EEJJ��PPDDAA��BBKKHHHHKKSSEEJJCC��LL==CCAAOO����
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On Thursday April 20th, 2004 General Elections were held in accordance with the rules of the 
Association.  The following outgoing Committee members had asked to be excused from their 
formal obligations for this term for personal reasons: 

5DDQDQ�*DO��5RQ�6LYDQ��5HXYHQ�0RVHV.  

' U��$EUDKDP�+DVVRQ had asked to be relieved of his position as Chairman after serving for 
many years, while remaining as a Committee member. 
 We thank them all for  their  impor tant contr ibution over the years.   
 

The newly elected Committee members are: Moshe Kumove &  Hilary Levy ± Joint Chair; 
Oscar  Bordman ± Treasurer; Abraham Hasson ± Prayers Cttee. ± Mir ta Kozin ± Kiddush; 
Sarah Shapira ± Clothes Dispensary; Mir ta Kozin, Betina Weiner, Devorah Bendahan ± 
Membership Cttee.; Rachel Polak ± Womens Cttee.; Ra'aya Sapir  ± Noam; Patr icia Stern – 
Soldiers Cttee. 

The following congregation members have volunteered to undertake obligations separate from the 
Management Committee: 

External Relations, K iryaton Editor  ± Raanan Gal; L ibrary (Spanish Section) ± Rachel 
Cohen; Sick visits ± Rachel Polak, Gadi Reifenberg; Bar /Bat Mitzvah ± Shai Schwartz, Mario 
Nissinman; Membership ± Ron Sivan; House maintenance ± Gabi Sapir, Gadi Reifenberg. 

 

AA  FFAAMM II LL YY  WWEEEEKK EENNDD  AATT  KK II BBBBUUTTZZ  HHAANNAATTOONN,,  MM aayy  1144--1155,,  22000044. 

"Spending a weekend at Kibbutz Hanaton was a great chance for us to get out of our routines and 
enjoy a nice weekend with our families. We had activities and games that helped us to learn new 
things, we got to know new people, and to some extent to learn about ourselves. 
For the children it was a rare delight.  The atmosphere at the kibbutz gave them a sense of freedom 
(and now we parents need another weekend just to recuperate…) 
We hope to have many more such get-togethers! 
Many thanks, Todah Raba !"  
                                             Alberto and Devorah Bendahan and children Ariel and Sol. 
 

"This weekend at Kibbutz Hanaton was a great opportunity, as we spent a marvelous Shabbat with 
our families and experienced a return to our roots.  It was like a "STOP" sign one sees along the road 
± an opportunity to fill our souls with tranquility.  We recalled the Shabbatot we used to have in 
Argentina, with the same songs and tunes. 
The activity and games were very good.  We got to know the people we see every day much better, 
and indeed there is always room for improvement.  New ideas are created, and this is a part of life.  It 
was very important to be with the family, that the kids have a place to play, to enjoy and develop.  
We have a feeling that this was a time of "recharging our batteries" and as a result we feel more at 
peace with ourselves, stronger.  We took everything lightly. There was time to think and to discover 
that we are able to do something positive for our neighbour.  The much or little that we achieve on 
the straight path is always the very best. 
We thank everybody for the opportunity, and thank the organizers of this get-together, all of the 
Kehila and of course Kibutz Hanaton.  A special Thank-You to Rabbi Mauricio Balter  and to his 
wife Bilha. 
" I t was not just another  weekend!"  

                                                                       Tzvi, Miriam and Ruth Londinsky 

 �
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n Erev Shabbat preceding Shavuot we had a special Kabbalat Shabbat service, at which we 
honoured the youngsters of our Kehila, and those members of the Municipal Bialik Youth 

Troupe who are about to join the ranks of the Israel Defence Forces ± ZAHAL.  The kids of the 
Bialik Youth Troupe have been with us over time, and have grown up alongside us.  These young 
artists have visited the USA as guests of Boca Raton together with Rabbi Mauricio Balter, and 
have performed before many guests of our congregation.  As a result they have become close to 
our congregation.  At their performances they have never failed to move the heartstrings in our 
guests from abroad, and together with our own young members they are truly the manifestation of 
all that is good in us. 

On this special occasion we had the honour of hosting a group of  Kiryat Bialik dignitaries, led by 
our Mayor, Dr. Rafi Wertheim and his wife Hannah.  The entourage consisted of Mr. Eli 
Dukorsky, Deputy Mayor; Mr. Maymon Pe'er, Council Member; Mr. Dudu Sagi, Head of 
Municipal Appropriations Committee; Ms. Karni Balas, Head of Municipal Education Committee; 
Ms. Anat Ziv, of the Education and Women's Status Committee (She is also a congregant of ours); 
Ms. Rachel Vardi, Head of the LIBI Soldiers Welfare  Fund in the North.  All the Town Council 
members arrived accompanied by their children. 

Mayor Wertheim gave his own special blessing to the soldiers-to-be and to the Kehila as a whole.  
He reiterated his conviction that a Synagogue of our own is an important issue for the Township of 
Kiryat Bialik. 

All the youngsters were presented with a pocket-size Siddur, to give them the spiritual guidance 
and comfort along the road ahead.  Each siddur carried a personal inscription, like this one: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Additionally, each one of the youngsters was presented with a personal 
Souvenir Certificate with the blessing of our Rabbi and the 
Congregation. 

18 youngsters were thus honoured, and they join the other 29 soldiers of 
our community who are currently in active service. �

Together with the blessings, siddur and certificate, each youngster was 
also given a practical gift in the form of an envelope containing a money 
voucher, contribution of Congregation Beth El of Mexico City, led by 
Rabbi Marcelo Rittner, who have expressed their wish to adopt our 
soldiers. 

We are sure that you join us in wishing them all the best! 

O 
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t all started out as an initiative to improve the efficiency of the distribution to New Olim of 
much-needed personal and household goods which had been donated by friends and 

neighbours, and at the same time to alleviate the congestion in the private homes of some of our 
members which had become storehouses and depositories of these items! 

Sarah Shapira volunteered (also on behalf of her neighbours) the bomb-shelter in their building 
and in a very short while it became widely known that any Oleh who needs anything at all just has 
to come to Sara's place and they will get it. Even if it is not there right now, our volunteers will put 
the word out on the grapevine to solicit the appropriate donation of second hand goods ± 
everything from plates and socks to refrigerators and bedroom suites!  Sarah organized a loyal 
group of volunteers who have been with her from that day to this, and they are indeed the lifeblood 
of this operation. 

We called it Sara's Free Shop as there was no charge for anything.  All the Olim had to do was 
come and take whatever they needed.  This quickly became an institution in Kiryat Bialik, and the 
traffic eventually became so heavy that the private bomb-shelter became too small, and unsuitable 
for the purpose. 

Rabbi Balter  managed to present the issue before the powers-that-be in the Municipality of Kiryat 
Bialik, and the outcome was that we were allocated use of the large Public Bomb-Shelter behind a 
local shopping center, free of charge.  The agreement was that we operate it together with 
"ASHAK", a municipal voluntary association run by local pensioners and devoted to assisting the 
elderly.  The size of the new shelter now afforded real growth and expansion, and it is now 
matured to a volume which caters not only to Olim, but to any person who wishes to purchase 
second-hand items for a symbolic sum.  All the goods thus sold are direct donations and 
contributions of the general public, who have come to the realization that it is far better in every 
respect to donate used goods rather than try to sell them to second-hand dealers.  All the proceeds 
of Sarah©s Shop go to a special Tzedaka Fund, dedicated to helping the needy, and which is run 
jointly by Ashak and Rabbi Balter as a Discretionary Fund. 

Many of our guests from abroad have heard of this endeavour, and ask to see with their own eyes 
what can be done with a bomb-shelter when a dedicated volunteer sets her mind to it!  Pablo and 
Sylvia Simko of Fort Myers, FL visited Sarah©s Shop recently, and were very impressed with what 
they saw… 

 

I 

 
Sarah Shapira and Naava Shechner with Pablo &  Sylvia Simko. 
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or just about 25 years or so our congregation, through it's various stages of development, has 
had the use of a hall of the Music Conservatory belonging to the Municipality of Kiryat Bialik.  

By using collapsible furniture and a mobile Aron Kodesh the congregation has converted a school 
hall into a working synagogue every weekend and Holyday, and has performed Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
and all the religious ceremonies one usually associates with a synagogue. It is a tribute to the 
Mayors of Kiryat Bialik that this custom of rent-free allocation has continued non-stop, and it says 
something about the congregation itself that despite the less-than-optimal conditions to maintain a 
congregation, membership and participation at prayers have grown steadily over the years. 

Since the arrival of Rabbi Balter to Israel and our Kehila, change has been in the air constantly!  
Mostly, his energetic drive to bring the Argentinean Jewry to Israel, and especially to Kiryat Bialik 
has resulted in a dramatic change in the structure of the congregation itself.  More than 50% of 
participants in our services are Olim from South America.  Rabbi Balter's insistence that only 
Hebrew be used at services forms a bond between new arrivals and old-timers.  His lessons before 
Torah reading on Shabbat are a source of pleasure for all those who come, be it members or guests 
of Bar/Bat Mitzvah familes.  Rabbi Balter's involvement with the Rabbinical Assembly and the 
Conservative Movement has also helped place us in a central spot in the eyes of the Movement, 
and we have the honour to host many groups of guests from abroad who come to hear from us how 
we manage to do what we do. 

However, all this has not made life easier for the congregation, and we have continually been 
musing about what it would be like to have our own home!  Unfortunately, national and local 
politics have not been on our side, and just as we have never had public financial support like all 
other orthodox congregations, we have never had the local support to be able to set up our own 
home.   

A short while ago there were held Elections of all the Local Authorities, and in Kiryat Bialik there 
was elected a new Mayor, Dr. Rafi Wertheim, who although coming from an industrial and 
academic background, has been active in local matters for many years. Immediately following his 
election we felt the winds of change!  Dr. Wertheim came to services, and publicly committed to 
assisting us to get our own home!  Again he was our guest together with a large group of Rabbis 
who came as delegates to the R.A. 2004 Convention in Jerusalem, and who visited us here in 
Kiryat Bialik.  Before these guests he again publicly stated his intention of assisting us to have our 
own home!  No small undertaking for a newly elected Mayor! 

A short while ago, a proposition was set before the Appropriations Committee of the Municipality 
to allocate to roof of the existing building that we are using, as a building site for our future 
Synagogue and Community Center.  The immediate outcome of that was a widely publicized 
ranting and raving session of the ultra-orthodox Shas Party member, calling us a "cult", and 
"allowing us to exist is worse than having a church" and other such pearls of wisdom.   The full 
translation of the article that appeared in the local press is in the box below.   The result of the Shas 
drivel was that the issue was relegated to the Coalition caucus for further consideration before 
bringing it up once again before the Appropriations Committee. A very moderate rebuttal by Rabbi 
Balter was published, showing in counterpoint just who we are dealing with!  See adjoining box.  

These publications were brought to the attention on many of our friends abroad, who are also 
friends and benefactors of the Town of Kiryat Bialik and the City of Haifa.  There followed 
outraged responses directly to Mayor Wertheim. See following. 

A shor t while ago, and following these petitions to the Mayor, a session of the Coalition 
caucus was held and our  request to allocate the roof of the Music Conservatory as the site for  
our  proposed building was presented.  We had previously submitted all the relevant 
author izations, namely that we are a registered Non-Profit Association, and that our  

F 



financial management standards are controlled and approved by the Registrar  of 
Associations.  We are happy to repor t that our  request was met with the approval of a large 
major ity, which in itself is a major  breakthrough.  Thanks for  this surely lies with Mayor  
Wer theim  who led a solid stand in our  favour , as had never happened  before. The entire 
subject now lies with the appropriations Committee which will be in session in the near future, and 
then it will go before the Municipality Council.  All of us are now in a standby mode, awaiting the 
next developments! 

Once we have the basic approval, we shall be faced with the daunting project of planning and 
financing the entire operation of transforming dream into reality!   

 

 

 

 

DECISION ON ESTABLISHING A REFORM TEM PLE IN KIRYAT BIALIK POSTPONED 

THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE RELEGATED THE DEBATE TO A COALITION MEETING DUE 
TO THE SENSITIVITY OF THE ISSUE AND THE OPPOSITION OF THE "SHAS" COUNCIL MEMBER, 
AVI BITON. 

BITON: "SUCH A THING CANNOT HAPPEN. IT IS WORSE THAN A CHURCH" 

The municipal appropriations committee of Kiryat Bialik, which convened on Tuesday, decided not to debate the 
approval of the allocation of the roof of the Orchestra House for the building of a synagogue for the reform 
community of the Kiryah, both because of the sensitivity of the issue and because of the opposition presented by 
the Council Member for Shas, Avi Biton.  The debate on this subject has been referred to a coalition meeting.  It 
should be noted that the community members conduct services at the Orchestra House on weekends, and the 
allocation of the roof is intended for a new building. 

An additional subject that was raised at the committee meeting was the approvals for a kindergarten that Biton 
was to have obtained within four months.  Also on this item no decision was reached.  The counsel of the 
Municipality, Adv. Dan Yahalom, who was present at the debate, said that he has not seen the relevant material 
and that he will submit his opinion in writing. 

On the subject of the synagogue Biton remarked this week: "I oppose. This is not according to Jewish religion and 
tradition.  This is a cult which has adopted its own way, which has acquired a Torah that they themselves have 
decided is appropriate.  I am pleased that the committee members have decided to reject the application, as this 
town has always been clean of such aberrations of the Jewish religion.  I hope that the mayor will preserve the 
town for the benefit of all Jews of the town.  I have expressed my opposition to this thing, and many people have 
approached me since.  Such a thing cannot be.  It is worse than a church." 

With regard to the approvals for the kindergarten said Biton: "We have filed the required approvals, and I hope 
that everything will work out well". 

And on another subject, Biton announced the cancellation of his participation in a delegation that will be traveling 
to the Ukraine in May, for an Aliyah fair.  According to Biton, he is scheduled to arrive in the Ukraine on Friday 
noon, and therefore there is a danger of violating the Shabbat.  In addition, he said, he will be expected to travel 
from place to place.  "In addition to danger of desecrating the Shabbat, in their great audacity, a thing that has 
never occurred in the State of Israel, on the Shabbat day they are expected to travel from place to place.  Even the 
Prime Minister does not do business on the Shabbat.  I am disappointed that the State forces me to violate the 
Shabbat, while I donate my own time.  What, am I going to bring gentiles? In these conditions I shall not go". 

Etty Dor.       Arei Hamifratz, 23/4/04 

 

 

The municipal Music Conservatory which 
currently houses our congregation in one hall on 

the second floor 



 

This public exchange promoted a flurry of correspondence to Mayor Wertheim from leading 
Rabbis, Institutions, Organisations and important individuals from around the world, people who 
hold dear the ideal of pluralism in Judaism, and who appreciate the work our Rabbi Balter and our 
Kehila have been doing in Kiryat Bialik and beyond.  We bring ± as an example ± some of the very 
many letters of outrage and protest that were sent to Mayor Dr. Rafi Wertheim, and a partial list (in 
random sequence) of those who voiced their opinion in favour of allocation of a place for us to 
build our Synagogue and Community Center. 
 
Rabbi David M. Steinhardt, B'nai Torah Congregation, 
Boca Raton 
Rabbi Perry Raphael Rank, President, I nternational 
Rabbinical Assembly 
Rabbi Joel H. Meyers, Executive Vice President, 
International Rabbinical Assembly 
Ms. Nancy B. Gilber t, President. Masorti Travel Bureau, 
Boca Raton 
Rabbi Ehud Bandel, President, The Masorti 
(Conservative) Movement, Jerusalem 
Rabino Dr . Abraham Skorka, Rector, Seminario Rabinico 
Latinoamericano, Buenos Aires 
Rabbi Gordon Tucker , Chairman, Masorti Foundation 
for Conservative Judaism in Israel 
Ms. Bernice Balter , Executive Director, Women's League 
for Conservative Judaism 
Ms. Glor ia B. Cohen, International President, Women's 
League for Conservative Judaism 

Rabbi Marcelo Rittner , President, Latin American Region 
of the Rabbinical Assembly, Buenos Aires 
Rabbi Car l M. Perkins, Congregation Temple Aliyah, 
Needham 
Rabbi David Englander , B'nai Torah Congregation, Boca 
Raton 
Mr . Wolfgang Levy, President, FEDECC, Federation of 
Conservative Congregations in Argentina 
Dr . David Breakstone, Representative of 
Conservative/Masorti Judaism to the World Zionist 
Organization 
Mr . Mike Rosenberg, Director-General, Dept. of 
Immigration and Absorption, The Jewish Agency for Israel 
Mr . Mar io Ringler , President,  Seminario Rabinico 
Latinoamericano, Buenos Aires 
Rabbi Vernon Kur tz, President, Mercaz USA, The Zionist 
Organization of the Conservative Movement 

" IT IS VERY SAD THAT IN THIS COUNTRY THERE ARE STILL BODIES THAT DO NOT 
WISH TO RECOGNIZE REALITY"  

THE HEAD OF THE MASORTI COMMUNITY OF THE CONSERVATIVE MOVEMENT IN KIRYAT BIALIK, RABBI 
MAURICIO BALTER, RESPONDS TO COUNCILMAN FOR SHAS, AVI BITON, WHO ATTACKED HIS MOVEMENT 

LAST WEEK. 

"It is very sad that in the State of Israel there are still bodies that refuse to accept reality, and instead of checking 
and asking, they come out with all kinds of defamation".  Thus said this week the Rabbi of the Masorti community, 
belonging to the Conservative Movement, Rabbi Mauricio Balter. 

Rabbi Balter said these things following last week's publication in the "Arei Hamifratz" newspaper, claiming that 
Councilman for Shas, Avi Biton, opposed the approval for building a synagogue for the community.  It was further 
published that the municipal appropriations committee was scheduled to discuss the issue, but finally it was 
decided to refer the request to build a synagogue to a later debate at a meeting of the coalition, following which a 
decision will be taken. 

The Masorti community in the Krayot encompasses some 250 families, of which about 200 are from Kiryat Bialik.  
According to Balter, who also presides as the President of the Rabbinical Assembly of Israel of the Conservative 
Movement, the synagogue of the community is located in the Orchestra Home since 1979, and some 130 members 
pray there every weekend.  "Now we have applied to build an extra storey to be our synagogue, because the 
congregants do not have a place to connect with tradition and Judaism.  Each Friday we are forced to "assemble" 
the synagogue and to "dismantle" it.  This gives the people an unsettled feeling, despite the elevated spiritual 
experience we have.  No doubt, it looks different when there is a permanent home. 

According to Balter the Conservative movement embraces pluralism, both in Halacha and in Zionism.  "The Kehila 
affords full equality to women in all aspects, including Aliyah to the Torah reading, and in leading prayers.  In 
addition we are characterized by the contribution to the community at large in an array of subjects.  One of our 
principles is Tikun Olam, and our contribution to the general society is a direct derivative of the principle that the 
world should be a better and more just place, and our charitable activities are done anonymously. 

And on the subject of the synagogue Rabbi Balter said: "The Masorti Congregation of the Krayot is a pluralistic, 
Halachic and Zionist community.  We believe in the precept that each person should live by his own belief, and in 
bringing people closer to an open and non-oppressive Judaism.  I invite any person who has questions or doubts to 
approach us, to ask any questions he or she may have, or simply to come to our services and see for themselves 
who we are.  We are the continuation of the true, open and inviting Judaism.  We very much expect that the 
relevant authorities will examine the issue of the contribution of our community to society at large and that we will 
receive the home that we deserve". 

Etty Dor          Arei Hamifratz, 30/4/04 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the time of writing these lines the situation is ± as 
stated above - that the first step must be that the Municipal 
Appropriations Committee approve allocation of the 
requested site, i.e. the roof of the existing Orchestra 
Building as the site to build our own Synagogue.  Then 
we need approval from the Town Council. Once that is in 
place we must obtain a building permit from the local 
authorities, which in this country is a project unto itself, 
but we shall leave all that until it is time to deal with it!   

:: HH �� KK RR SS HH�� DDQQ GG�� SS UU DD\\ �� WWKK DDWW�� ZZ HH�� VVKK DDOOOO�� EE HH��

DDEE OOHH�� WWRR �� KK DDYY HH�� DD�� SS OODDFF HH�� WWRR �� FF DDOOOO�� RR XX UU ��

RR ZZ QQ �� LLQQ �� DD�� II XX WWXX UU HH�� QQ RR WW�� WWRR RR �� GGLLVVWWDDQQ WW�� ��

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our " Mobile Synagogue"  as it is today 
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FFAAMMIILLYY  TTIIEESS  AANNDD  MMIITTZZVVAAHH  DDAAYY  WWIITTHH  TTEEMMPPLLEE  AALLIIYYAAHH,,  
NNEEEEDDHHAAMM  

ur ties with our Sister Congregation TEMPLE ALIYAH of Needham, MA. are getting stronger 
all the time.  The Israel Kesher Committee of T-A now includes BONNIE GOLD in addition 

to the Assiduous Eisenbergs, and together they indeed pose a formidable team.  

After leading a very successful Pessach drive to assist families of Olim here in Kiryat Bialik, (see 
box),  there is now being set up a Family-to-Family Connection initiative.  Families on both sides 
will be communicating directly, thus paving the way for a more personal dimension to our joint 
venture between the communities. See the following flyer that went out from the Sisterhood of 
Temple Aliyah to their Membership.  

 
The newest thing now is a very interesting initiative at Temple Aliyah of having a Mitzvah Day in 
June, where kids and adults alike will make tee-shirts and record songs in Hebrew (and Spanish!) at 
Temple Aliyah for their counterparts here in Kiryat Bialik.  At this time there is a very nice 
response from the congregants of Kiryat Bialik who wish to have a personal correspondence with 
members of Temple Aliyah.  The project is now being forged into a more concrete modus operandi 
by Bonnie, Ronnie and Amos!  We look forward to the good things to come!  

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O 

1�� ����� ��� � 
 I� �0�� ��� 
 ��� �� � � ��
 ��&� �� ���( �� 
 �� � �� � ������

�� �� �� � � ���
 ��

#� � ���A��A#� � ��� � �� � �� ���� �

This new program lends support in a more personal way to the Argentinean families at Kiryat 
Bialik.  The Family-to-Family Connection allows Aliyah families to connect with a family from our 
sister congregation.  This connection can be in the form of pen pals between kids, letter writing 
between adults, or simply sending a card with good wishes for holidays.  We have interpreters at 
our synagogue and in Kiryat Bialik who will be happy to translate your correspondence. 

Any way you choose to keep in touch or form a relationship is fine.  It can be similar to how you 
stay in contact with relatives whom you don't get to see often.  But in Kiryat Bialik, even a small 
gesture can go a long way.  So reach out and be creative, have fun, and experience firsthand the 
priceless mitzvah of connecting with others. 

Dear Raanan, 
 Thank you again for your very kind words.  It was a pleasure to do this mitzvah, and we look forward to strengthening the bond 
between our two congregations in the coming year.   
I will pass on your appreciation and greetings.   
My warmest regards to you and the Kiryat Bialik community. 
  
Bonnie 

From: Raanan Gal  
To: Bonnie Gold  
Cc: Ronni Eisenberg ; Rabbi Mauricio Balter ; Abraham Hasson  
Sent: Sunday, April 18, 2004 2:03 PM 
Subject: After Pessach 
 Dear Bonnie,  
Now that Pessach is behind us and we are now looking forward to Yom Atzmaut, Lag Ba'Omer and Shavuot - and the summer months 
to come ± it is time to say once again: Thank you for all the effort that you have put in to helping us with the Pessach drive that had 
such nice results.  Please convey our thanks to the Sisterhood as a whole for the warm sentiment and decisive action.  Indeed, the 
money was used to ameliorate the basic conditions of many families of Olim so that they were able to enjoy a proper Pessach Seder 
meal.  Rabbi Balter used his discretion as to the recipients and sums that were distributed (in the form of money vouchers).  The money 
that was earmarked for Shabbat dinners will be used in the same vein, but this time for families in need of a supplementary sum for 
their Shabbat meals….  
Tomorrow is Yom Hasho©ah, Holocaust Day.  It is a solemn day here, and this evening will shall be having a special prayer in 
remembrance.  At the same time it is somehow comforting to know that the Jewish People have emerged from that trial as a strong and 
vibrant nation, with a deeply embedded sense of mutual responsibility for Jews everywhere, and this is exemplified by the active 
friendship that is developing between our communities. 
Shalom to Rabbi Perkins, Lesli Reich, Beth Moskowitz, Ronni and Amos, Neil Sacks and all our friend at Temple Aliyah.  
Yours,   Raanan 

 

Read the thank-you note that we sent to Bonnie after the successful Pessach Drive, and Bonnie's response! 

 



AA  NNEEWW  SSPPAANNIISSHH  SSEECCTTIIOONN  OOFF  TTHHEE  KKIIRRYYAATT  BBIIAALLIIKK  
MMUUNNIICCIIPPAALL  LLIIBBRRAARRYY  ––    

SSppoonnssoorreedd  bbyy  "" HHaakkrraayyoott ""   MMaassoorr tt ii   CCoonnggrreeggaatt iioonn..  

ith the inauguration of its brand new Spanish Section, the local library in Kiryat 
Bialik is now happily able to extend its services to the growing Spanish-speaking 

(and reading!) population of Kiryat Bialik. 

Rabbi Maur icio Balter  and our congregation 
spearheaded the initiative to introduce a 
Spanish Section of the library, in recognition 
of the special needs of the Latin-American 
Olim.  The main purpose of this new addition, 
according to Rabbi Balter, is to help these 
Olim not to forget their South American roots 
and culture, and to provide a comfortable 
corner for those who find it difficult to read 
Hebrew (mainly the more senior Olim) and to 
have a source of culture in their native 
language. 

This new section is made possible by the gracious donations and assistance of:  
The Ministry of Absorption; Seminar io Rabinico Latinamer icano; Amia; 

Congregation Beth-El, Mexico; The Latin Amer ican Jewish Congress 

The Spanish section of the library is run ± on a purely voluntary basis ± by our congregant 
Rachel Cohen, together with a group of our volunteers on a weekly rotation roster. 

 

Initially there are some 500 books available 
and many more are on the way. 

 

At the festive opening there participated 
some 150 persons, including all the local 
dignitaries, led by Mayor Dr. Rafi Wertheim. 
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Mayor  Dr . Rafi Wertheim 


